NOSTALGIC

t's the eternal summer county: wild, rolling

moors, grand castles, broad beaches and

villages of fudge-sweet thatched cottages.
Devon may be romanticised, but its seductive
powers are highly effective, making it the rural :
. remedy to fraught urban life. Throw in a few great
 seaside hotels, some balmy temperatures,and
you've got a beautiful break — with tradition.
By Ed Vanstone

140 Sunday Times Travel September2011

Chug along 11km of the Unesco-

protected Jurassic Coast on the Paignton-to-
Kingswear steam railway (www.dartmouthrail
i river.co.uk; Round Robin ticket including ferry

£21). Staffare more than willing to play along
i withthe Thomas the Tank Engine fantasies of
goggle-eyed toddlers, and those grown-ups

i notwooed by the old-fashioned carriages

should find succour in the stunning views

first of Lyme Bay and. later, of the Dart

i Estuary's shimmering-green forested fringes

Many a frustrated author has fled to Devon,

i hoping tranquillity would catalyse the
imagination, but few have scribbledin so

: stunning aretreat as Agatha Christie’s

: greenwayhouse.org.uk; from £7.80). Truth be
i told-shedidn't either. The prolific murder-

: mystery writer's holiday home, now owned by






